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The 30 day of March1 we were on the shoales of Aduz, which
is nine degrees to the south of the Equinoctiall. And at the first
sight of ground (being full of rockes) our ship had but 4 fadome
and a halfe. Here we were in great danger, being inclosed and
compassed round with rocks as in a pound. And having spent
2 dayes and nights in turning and returning, but could finde no
way out, at the length the pinnace was sent before, to finde where
there was least danger. And having found 7 or 8 fadom, we all
followed her. And having passed this danger, we gave God the
praise, which had mercifully delivered us.
The 7 day of May we had sight of Nicombar, which is about
40 leagues from Sumatra. This night following, we had a great
storme. And in this storme, if God had not delivered us wonder-
fully, our ship or the Hector, or both, had suncke in the sea,
being almost aboord of one another, in lying of[f] those ilands.
This night also we lost company with the pinnace; but within
2 or 3 dayes she came to us in that ha[r]bor. Here we stayed 9
or 10 dayes, to water and ballast our shippes and to mount our
ordinance. The people of the country brought us aboord
coakernuts, cassado3 rootes, pounceatrons4, and lemmons, and
some hens. But they made dainty of their hens, for they would
not sell them under two counters5 apeece (taking them for
gould), although they solde other things for olde peeces of
linnen and small peeces of yron hoopes. Some of these people
speake Portugale; who tolde us that the Portugales use to put into
this harbor as they goe to Mallacca, and that two gallions were
there two moneths before our comming thether, which had
bought all the ambergreese was to be gotten.
The 18 day we set saile from hence. But, by reason of fowle
weather and contrary windes, our admirall lost his boate and
sprung a leake; and therefore would have fetched that harbor
againe, but could not. So wee went to other ilands, called
Sombrai, 10 or 12 leagues to leeward [of] Nicombar. Heere our
admirall lost an anckor, for the ground is rockie and full of
counterfeit currall.
1 An obvious error for April.          * The Chagos archipelago (see p. 87).
3 A form of' cassava.'           4 * Pome-citrons,* the fruit of the citrus tree.
5 Imitation brass coins.